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The N and O Towers are a residential development of one tower with
townhouses at 610 Beach Crescent (Tower N) and one tower with town-
houses at 1530 Granville Street (Tower O), both in the Beach
Neighbourhood Area. These prime residential developments with a high
quality of urban design and architecture are intended to be energy effi-
cient buildings in line with the “Green Building Strategies”. 

This project was selected by CMHC as a case study to investigate the
"Strategies for Alternative Energy Use and Redistribution at the Building
Envelope". The findings of this study are expressed in the orientation and
massing of the building as well as in the elevation treatment.  

Both towers are oriented towards the views.  The location of the towers
next to Granville Bridge forces the suite orientation towards the park and
the water. The units above the bridge have nice views towards English
Bay. Although the east and the south tower elevations are angled to max-

imize views, the north and west elevation as well as the core and the
interior walls (with a few exceptions) are oriented towards the estab-
lished downtown city grid. 

Although a maximum 7-storey base along the Beach Crescent & George
Wainborn Park was allowed in the guidelines, a strong 3-storey base
framing the park would is more in relation to the human scale.  Both pro-
posed towers fan out from the 7th storey down and tie in with the 3-
storey base framing the park. The townhouses also step down from Beach
to the Waterfront Walkway, following the 6m slope.  Rather than a 7-
storey high wall along the park, the proposed massing creates a more
open character towards the water.  A lookout from the semi-private
courtyard towards George Wainborn Park is located between the two
towers and is set within the townhouse framework.The tower portion of
both buildings above the 7th floor has 6 units per floor up to level 11 with
5 units per floor for the upper floors.
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View of Site From Granville Bridge
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VANCOUVER B C

West Elevation

View Through SunshadesBalconies (on Model)



Project Concord Area 1, Buildings N & O
Location False Creek, Vancouver, BC
Client Concord Pacific Group

Design Development 2002

OBJECTIVES

- Orientation towards sun & views
- Include green building strategies in the design

TECHNIQUES
Site Area 459 ha
Building Size 20,039m2FSR
Height
Building N: 71m, measured from the lobby elevation
Building O: 33m, measured from the lobby elevation 
Parking 4 underground parking levels

10 townhouses
166 tower units

Unit Mix Residential

DESIGN TEAM
P. Busby, J.Huffman, H. Heyvearts, R. Wu, O. Azbel, R.
Glover, D. Wong

CONSULTANTS
Landscape Philips Wuori Long Inc.
Structure Glotman-Simpson Engineers
Mechanical Yoneda & Associates
Electrical Arnold Nemetz & Associates Ltd.
Acoustical Brown Strachan Associates
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Typical Floor Plans

Site Plan


